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23 MASTER'S COMING 


HEARKEN, MY PEOPLE, TO MY TEACHING; 
INCLINE YOUR EARS TO THE WORDS OF MY MOUTH. 


| WiLL. OPEN MY MOUTH IN A PARABLE, 
[| WiLL. UTTER MYSTERIES FROM OF OLD. 


PSALMS 7'7,1-2 


Some of the deepest mysteries taught by Jesus Christ were 
spoken in the simplest language of the parable. It was no new de- 
vice. From of old, mankind had told stories to teach, to advise, to 
exhort. The literature of early Mesopotamia and Egypt is replete 
with the story form, for the purpose of representing religious 
truth. The Old Testament inspired prophets and writers spoke in 
picture-stortes, a powerful means of conveying their message. W hat 
more effective lesson could have been meted out to David when 
he had sinned than Nathan’s parable about the poor man and his 
only sheep (2 Sm. 12)? “For the word of God is living and effi- 
cient and keener than any two-edged sword, and extending even 
to the division of soul and spirit, of joints also and of marrow, 
and a discerner of the thoughts and intentions of the heart’ 
(Heb. 4, 12). 

Our Lord in the fullness of time carried on the traditional 
method of His people and spoke frequently in parables. He spoke 
of the sower, the net cast into the sea, the shepherd, the fisherman, 
the vinedresser, the lost coin, and ina host of other everyday figures 
to teach in simple language the mysteries of the Kingdom of God. 

This method of the parable is amazingly effective. Because it 
is a story, a picture, it is understandable to all age groups, young 
and old; to all cultures of every period of man’s history. Far from 
being a cut-and-dried catechism explanation, the parable is a vivid, 
vital, energetic lesson in Christian truth. It has interest and under- 
standing for every age group, each interpreting according to his 
intellectual and spiritual maturity. It demands a response on the 
part of all, it offers an opportunity at self-expression, and involves 
a total commitment to Christ. 

A parable then is a story of human life, usually fictitious, used 
to illustrate a religious or moral truth. It is meant to evoke a re- 
sponse in its listeners, in the believer “‘to whom it is given to un- 
derstand the mysteries of the Kingdom of Heaven.” It represents 
an enigma to unbelievers, “that seeing they may not see, and hear- 
ing they may not understand.” 


Because the parables are simple, they are intelligible to chil- 
dren: because they propose a deeper truth, they are intended for 
the adult. This book is therefore a good introduction to Bible 
reading on both a simple and profound level. It makes available 
to children the rich teaching and lessons taught by Jesus in his 
parables; it brings to adults a fuller and richer understanding of 
that doctrine. 

Far from being a selection of children’s bedtime stories, this 
is a book of some twenty parables spoken by Christ to teach truth, 
the fundamental truths of the Christian faith. Understanding of 
the Scriptures belongs to every period of life: it must be intro- 
duced in childhood, fostered in youth, and mature in adult life. 
Understanding of the Scriptures must be a growing thing. As the 
mustard seed, the smallest of all seeds, grows into a great shrub, so 
the Christian’s development in understanding God’s word should 
develop continuously through the ages of man. 

The text of the book is essentially that of the Bible, avoiding 
both paraphrase and commentary. The reason is twofold: because 
of the power and sacredness of the very words of Holy Writ, and 
because a paraphrase and interpretation would present another's 
response rather than the reader’s. 

The illustrations are themselves in a sense parabolic. They do 
not express the whole story, depicting every detail, rather they 
require a response which develops into understanding. Our Lord 
spoke the parable of the sown seed and the various kinds of soil 
upon which it fell. He expected his apostles to think about this 
story, to interpret it for themselves, and to meditate on its deep 
meaning. W hen they failed and asked for an explanation he offered 
them a sample of interpretation which would act as a model and 
key for opening the meaning of his many other parables. And so, 
just as a parable as spoken by Christ leaves much to be explained, 
so too the illustrations portray provocative scenes which require 
development in the mind of the viewer. This book is consequently 
a twofold approach to the teaching of Jesus Christ in parables: the 
first is by a direct reading and meditation on the word of God; 
the second is by a study and interpretation of the graphic repre- 
sentation. Both will provoke that all-important response which 
every Christian must make: “Lord, I believe; help my unbelief.” 
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OTHERS FELL ON ROCKY LAND 
WHERE THEY HAD NOT MUCH 
SOIL. THEY SPRANG UP ALL 
AT ONCE BECAUSE THEY HAD 
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YIELDED A HARVEST. SOME A 
HUNDREDFOLD. 


MATTHEW I3: 3-8 


A MAN SOWED HIS. FIELD Lg ae 


ve 
WHEN THE BLADES OF WHEAT SPRANG 
UP, THE WEEDS APPEARED AS WELL. 
THE FARMER'S MEN ASKED HIM. “SIR, 
WAS IT NOT GOOD SEED THAT YOU 
SOWED? WHY THEN ARE THERE WEEDS 
IN THIS FIELD?” HE SAID, “AN ENEMY 
HAS DONE THIS.’ HIS MEN ASKED IF THEY 
SHOULD GO & GATHER UP THE WEEDS. 
BECAUSE WHILE 


SIDE BY SIDE TILL HARVEST: 
AT HARVESTTIME | 


BURNED, &: oe atl THE WHEAT 


INTO MY BAR MATTHEW 13 : 24-30 
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it ANY GARDEN HERB. IT GROWS INTO 
« A TREE, SO THAT ALL THE BIRDS 
7 COME & SETTLE IN ITS BRANCHES. 


MATTHEW I3: 31-32 
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MATTHEW 13:44 
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MATTHEW |I3 : 45-46 


A RICH MAN WENT OUT EARLY IN THE MORNING TO HIRE 
LABORERS FOR WORK IN HIS VINEYARD. WHEN HE SENT 
THEM OUT INTO HIS VINEYARD, HE AGREED WITH THE 
LABORERS ON A SILVER PIECE FOR THE DAY'S WAGES. 
ABOUT THE THIRD HOUR HE CAME OUT AGAIN, & FOUND 
OTHERS STANDING IDLE IN THE MARKETPLACE. TO THESE 
HE SAID, “GO INTO THE VINEYARD LIKE THE OTHERS, & | 
SHALL GIVE YOU WHATEVER IS FAIR.” SO THEY WENT. AT 
NOON & ONCE MORE AT THE NINTH HOUR HE CAME OUT & 
DID THE LIKE. YET HE FOUND OTHERS STANDING THERE 
WHEN HE CAME OUT AT THE ELEVENTH HOUR. “HOW IS IT,” 
HE SAID TO THEM, “THAT YOU ARE STANDING HERE & HAVE 
DONE NOTHING ALL DAY?” THEY TOLD HIM, “BECAUSE NO 
Hat aaa US.” HE SAID, “GO INTO THE VINEYARD LIKE 
ie ag 

IN THE EVENING, THE OWNER OF THE VINEYARD SAID 
TO HIS MANAGER, “SEND FOR THE WORKMEN, & PAY THEM 
THEIR WAGES, BEGINNING WITH THE LAST COMERS & GOING 
BACK TO THE FIRST.” AND SO THE MEN WHO WERE HIRED 
AT THE ELEVENTH HOUR CAME FORWARD, AND EACH WAS 
PAID A SILVER PIECE. SO, WHEN THE OTHERS WHO WERE 
HIRED FIRST CAME, THEY HOPED TO RECEIVE MORE. BUT 
THEY WERE PAID A SILVER PIECE EACH, JUST LIKE THE 
REST. AND THEY GRUMBLED AGAINST THE RICH MAN BECAUSE 
OF THEIR PAY. “HERE ARE THESE LATE-COMERS,” THEY 
SAID, “WHO HAVE WORKED BUT ONE HOUR, & YOU HAVE MADE 
NO DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THEM & US, WHO HAVE BORNE 
THE BURDEN OF THE DAY'S HEAT.” 

BUT HE ANSWERED ONE OF THEM, “MY FRIEND, | AM NOT 
DOING YOU A WRONG. DID WE NOT AGREE ON A SILVER PIECE 
FOR YOUR WAGES? TAKE WHAT IS DUE YOU & GO. IT IS MY 
PLEASURE TO GIVE AS MUCH TO THIS LATE-COMER AS TO 
YOU. AM | NOT FREE TO USE MY MONEY AS | WILL? MUST 
YOU GIVE ME SOUR LOOKS BECAUSE | AM GENEROUS?” 

SO IT IS THAT THE LAST SHALL BE FIRST & THE FIRST 
See LAST. FOR, MANY ARE CALLED, BUT FEW ARE 


MATTHEW 20:1-16 


DECIDED TO SETTLE ACCOUNTS WITH His 
SERVANTS, & HAD SCARCELY BEGUN WHEN ONE WAS 
BROUGHT BEFORE HIM WHO WAS TEN THOUSAND 
TALENTS IN HIS DEBT. HE HAD NO MEANS OF 
MAKING PAYMENT & SO THE MASTER ORDERED 
THAT HE, HIS WIFE, HIS CHILDREN & ALL THAT 
HE HAD BE SOLD IN ORDER TO PAY THE DEBT. 
WITH THAT THE SERVANT FELL AT HIS FEET & 
SAID, “HAVE PATIENCE WITH ME & | WILL PAY YOU 
IN FULL.” THE MASTER WAS MOVED WITH PITY & 
LET THE SERVANT GO, RELEASING HIM FROM THE 
DEBT. B@ THE SERVAN 
FELLOW SERVANT WH 
PIECES OF SILVER. WHEREUPON HE age ™ 
OF HIM & TOOK HIM BY THE THROAT & SAID, “PAY 
ME ALL YOU OWE ME.” HIS FELLOW SERVANT WENT 
DOWN ON HIS KNEES & BEGGED HIM, “HAVE PATIENCE 
WITH ME & | WILL. PAY YOU IN FULL. 

REFUSED & WENT AWAY & CAST HIM INTO On THE 


SERVA 
MASTER IN ANGER GAVE HIM OVER TORTURED 
UNTIL. THE DEBT WAS PAID. MATTHEW 18:21-34 
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AWAY. MATTHEWI3:4°1-4 393 


A MAN WHO WAS ON HIS WAY FROM JERUSALEM 
TO JERICHO WAS ATTACKED BY ROBBERS WHO 
STRIPPED HIM & BEAT HIM & LEFT HIM HALF-DEAD. 
A PRIEST WHO CHANCED TO BE GOING ALONG 
THE SAME ROAD SAW HIM THERE & PASSED HIM 
BY. A LEVITE ALSO, WHEN HE CAME NEAR, SAW 
HIM & PASSED HIM BY. BUT A CERTAIN SAMARITAN 
WHO WAS ON A JOURNEY SAW HIM 8 TOOK PITY AT 
THE SIGHT. HE BANDAGED HIS WOUNDS, POURING 
OIL. & WINE INTO THEM, & MOUNTING HIM ON HIS 
OWN BEAST, HE TOOK HIM TO AN INN, WHERE HE 
CARED FOR HIM. THE NEXT DAY HE GAVE TWO 
SILVER PIECES TO THE INNKEEPER AND SAID, 
“TAKE CARE OF HIM, & ON MY WAY HOME | WILL 
GIVE YOU WHATEVER ELSE IS OWED YOU FOR 
YOUR PAINS.” 


WHICH OF THESE, DO YOU THINK, 
PROVED HIMSELF A NEIGHBOR 
TO THE MAN WHO WAS ATTACKED 
BY ROBBERS 


LUKEtMlO: 30-36 
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OU, EVEN IF HE 
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: EKNOCKING WILL 
3 UP & GIVE HIS 
SJ ALL. THAT HE NEEDS. 
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A RICH MAN HAD 
LANDS WHICH BORE 
A HEAVY CROP. 


O kes 
THINGS YOU HAVE 
LAID BY?” SO IT 
IS WITH A MAN WHO 
LAYS UP TREASURES 
FOR HIMSELF & 
iS NOT RICH IN 
GOD’S EYES. 
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“| WILL. PULL. DOWN MY 
BARNS & BUILD 
LARGER ONES WHERE 
| SHALL STORE ALL MY 
ARVEST & MY GOODS: 


LUKE 14: 7-II 


WHEN ANY MAN INVITES 
you TO A WEDDING, DO NOT SIT 
DOWN IN THE CHIEF PLACE. A 
MORE DISTINGUISHED GUEST 

. IF SO, HIS 


EVE 
EXALTS HIMSELF SHALL 
BE HUMBLED, AND HE 
THAT HUMBLES HIMSELF 
SHALL BE EXALTED. 


‘ » SUPPOSE 
3 YOU OWNED 
A HUNDRED 
SHEEP AND 
LOST ONE. 
WOULD HE 
NOT LEAVE 
THE OTHER 
S59 IN THE 
WILDERNESS 
AND GO 
AFTER THE 
LOST ONE 
UNTIL HE 
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LUKE 15:3-6 
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A RICH MAN PLANTED A VINEYARD: HE WALLED ITT IN, 
DUG A WINE PRESS, &: BUILT A TOWER INIT, & RENTED 
IT TO SOME VINEDRESSERS WHILE HE WENT ON HIS 
TRAVELS. WHEN VINTAGE TIME DREW NEAR, HE SENT 
HIS SERVANTS TO THE VINEDRESSERS TO COLLECT 
THE REVENUES OF THE VINEYARD. BUT THE VINE- 
DRESSERS LAID HOLD OF HIS SERVANTS, BEATING 
ONE, KILLING ANOTHER & STONING A THIRD....FINALLY 
HE SENT HIS OWN SON TO THEM, SAYING, “THEY WILL 
RESPECT MY SON.” BUT WHEN THE VINEDRESSERS 
FOUND HIS SON COMING, THEY SAID AMONG THEMSELVES, 
“THIS IS THE HEIR: COME, LET US KILL HIM & TAKE THE 
INHERITANCE.” SO THEY LAID HANDS ON HIM, CAST 
HIM OUT OF THE VINEYARD & KILLED HIM. 


AND NOW, WHAT WILL. THE OWNER OF THE VINEYARD 
DO TO THOSE VINEDRESSERS WHEN HE RETURNS? 
HE WILL. UTTERLY DESTROY THOSE WRETCHES, & WILL 
RENT HIS VINEYARD TO OTHER VINEDRESSERS WHO > 
WILL. PAY HIM HIS DUE WHEN THE TIME COMES. 


MATTHEW 21: 33-41 


A MAN WAS ABOUT TO GO ON HIS TRAVELS. HE CALLED J} 'j 
HIS SERVANTS & HANDED HIS MONEY OVER TO THEM. HE 
GAVE FIVE TALENTS TO ONE, TWO TO ANOTHER & ONE TO 
A THIRD, ACCORDING TO THEIR ABILITIES. WITH THAT, HE |} ] 
SET OUT ON HIS JOURNEY. 

THE MAN WHO HAD RECEIVED FIVE TALENTS WENT OUT 
8 TRADED WITH THEM, UNTIL HE HAD MADE A PROFIT OF [f | 
FIVE TALENTS. IN THE SAME WAY, HE WHO HAD RECEIVED 
TWO MADE A PROFIT OF TWO. WHILE HE WHO HAD RECEIVED 
BUT ONE WENT OFF & DUG A HOLE IN THE GROUND & HID |} | 
HIS MASTER'S MONEY. 

AFTER A LONG TIME, THE MASTER OF THOSE SERVANTS 
CAME BACK & SETTLED ACCOUNTS WITH THEM. AND SO THE 
MAN WHO HAD RECEIVED FIVE TALENTS CAME FORWARD & 
BROUGHT HIM FIVE TALENTS MORE: “LORD,” HE SAID, ‘IT WAS 
FIVE TALENTS YOU GAVE ME, SEE HOW | HAVE MADE A PROFIT 
OF FIVE TALENTS!” AND HIS MASTER SAID TO HIM, “WELL 
DONE, GOOD & FAITHFUL SERVANT: SINCE YOU HAVE BEEN 
FAITHFUL IN LITTLE THINGS, | HAVE GREAT THINGS TO 
COMMIT TO YOUR CHARGE. COME & SHARE THE JOY OF 
YOUR LORD.” | 

THEN CAME THE MAN WHO HAD RECEIVED TWO TALENTS. | 
“LORD,” HE SAID, “IT WAS TWO TALENTS YOU GAVE ME, SEE 
HOW | HAVE MADE A PROFIT OF TWO TALENTS?” AND HIS 
MASTER SAID TO HIM. “WELL DONE, GOOD & FAITHFUL 
SERVANT; SINCE YOU HAVE BEEN FAITHFUL IN LITTLE 
THINGS, | HAVE GREAT THINGS TO COMMIT TO YOUR CHARGE. _ 
COME & SHARE THE JOY OF YOUR LORD.” 

BUT WHEN HE WHO HAD RECEIVED BUT ONE TALENT 
CAME FORWARD IN HIS TURN, HE SAID, “LORD, KNOWING THAT 
YOU ARE A HARD MAN, THAT YOU REAP WHERE YOU DID 
NOT SOW, THAT YOU GATHER IN FROM FIELDS YOU NEVER 
PLANTED, | WAS AFRAID, & | WENT OFF & HID MY TALENT |_ 
IN A HOLE IN THE GROUND. SEE NOW, YOU HAVE RECEIVED [I 
WHAT IS YOURS.” AND HIS LORD ANSWERED HIM, “WICKED |4 
& SLOTHFUL SERVANT, YOU KNEW THAT | REAP WHERE | 
DID NOT SOW, THAT | GATHER IN FROM FIELDS | NEVER 
PLANTED. ALL THE MORE, THEN, SHOULD YOU HAVE PUT 
MY MONEY WITH BANKERS, SO THAT ON MY RETURN | SHOULD 
HAVE GOT BACK MY OWN WITH INTEREST. TAKE THE TALENT 
AWAY FROM HIM & GIVE IT TO HIM WHO HAS TEN TALENTS 
ALREADY. WHEN A MAN IS RICH, GIFTS WILL BE GIVEN TO 
HIM, & HIS RICHES WILL ABOUND. I= HE IS POOR, EVEN THAT {t 


LITTLE WHICH IS HIS OWN WILL BE TAKEN FROM HIN.” 
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MATTHEW 
25:1-13 


LIKE TEN VIRGINS WHO 


THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN WILL BE 


WENT TO BRING THE 
BRIDEGROOM & HIS BRIDE HOME, TAKING THEIR 
LAMPS WITH THEM. FIVE WERE FOOLISH & FIVE 
WERE WISE. THE FIVE FOOLISH 


THEY TOOK THEIR LAMPS, TO 
THEM, WHILE 


1p DNIGH 
“LOOK, THE BRIDEGR 
OUT & MEET HIM!” AT ONCE AL 
AWOKE & x} = ies oe ee 
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GOING OUT.” BUT THE WISE ONES ANSWERED, 
“HOWP THERE MAY NOT BE ENOUGH FOR US 
& FOR YOU. YOU SHOULD GO TO THE MER- 
CHANTS & BUY SOME FOR YOURSELVES.” 


AND SO, WHILE THEY WERE GONE 
TO BUY IT, 


ME, & CRIED, “SIR, SIR, OPEN 
THE DOOR FOR US!” AND HE ANSWERED, 
“BELIEVE ME, | DO NOT KNOW YO 


UL” 
WATCH, THEREFORE FOR YOU KNOW 
NEITHER THE DAY NOR THE HOUR. 
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